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Surround sound receivers for  

Bose® 901® Direct/Reflecting® speaker system 

 
 

The Bose 901 active equalizer is an integral part of the 901 Direct/Reflecting speaker system 

allowing for proper performance and sound. Over the past several years, manufacturers of 

receivers have made fewer products compatible with external equalizers — including the Bose 901 

equalizer. 

 

To connect the 901 equalizer, a compatible receiver must have both preamp in and preamp out 

jacks. Alternatively, a separate preamplifier can be used in conjunction with a power amplifier to 

connect the equalizer.  

 

The following pages describe connecting the 901 equalizer with compatible components: 
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 Using a preamplifier and power amplifier 

A preamplifier can be used in conjunction with a power amplifier to connect to the 901 

equalizer. The connection diagram below shows the most common connections for this type 

of setup 

 

 
 

 



Page | 3  

 

 

 

 Using a receiver with preamp out and preamp in connections 

Compatible receivers should have “Preamp Out / Main Out” and “Preamp In / Main In” 

jacks. The 901 equalizer can be connected as diagrammed below 

 

Note: If you are using 901 speakers with a surround sound system, the 901 equalizer 

signal must be directed to the 901 speakers only. The boost of the 901 equalizer may 

damage another brand of speaker. If you are using a self-contained surround sound 

receiver, the receiver must have a section marked "Preamp Out/Amp In" or "Adaptor 

Circuit" on the back panel. The "Preamp Out/Amp In" or "Adaptor Circuit" jacks are 

connected to each other by little silver connecting bars (horseshoe pins). If your receiver 

has this section, you can remove the pins and connect the "Preamp Out" to the "Input" of 

the Bose equalizer (under Amplifier Connections), and the "Output" of the equalizer (under 

Amplifier Connections) to the "Amp/Adaptor In."  

 

In this configuration, the tape circuit of the equalizer will not be utilized. In some cases, 

connecting the equalizer in this section may introduce a little background noise, which is 

due to noise generated by the preamp and boosted by the equalizer. This was a problem 

with some older electronic equipment. Newer equipment, however, generates very little 

noise, so using the preamp circuit should not be a problem. If your receiver does not have 

the "Preamp Out/Amp In" or "Adaptor" circuit, the 901 speakers will not be compatible for 

surround sound use; but the conventional stereo mode will operate as normal. 
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The following is an archived list of several compatible receivers that can accept an external 

equalizer, including the 901 active equalizer 
 
Note: Specifications subject to change without notice. Bose Corporation is not responsible for any 

inaccuracies due to manufacturer changes. Inclusion in this list does not indicate an endorsement 

by Bose Corporation. When in doubt, contact the manufacturer of your stereo receiver 

 

This list will no longer be updated as of 11/04/2013 
 

MANUFACTURER 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 

Marantz 
1-800-654-6633 

www.marantz.com 
  

SR-9600 
SR-

9600XM 
SR-9600 SR-9600 

McIntosh 
1-805-526-2933 

www.mcintoshlabs.com 
  MHT-200 MHT-200 MHT-200 

NAD 
1-781-784-8586 

www.nadelectronics.com 
T754 

T744 
T754 

T743 
T744 
T753 
T763 
T773 

T743 
T753 
T763 

T773 

T753 
T773 
T763 

Pioneer Elite 
1-800-421-1404 

www.pioneerelectronics.com 
   VSX-59TXi VSX-59TXi 

Yamaha 
1-800-492-6242 

www.yamaha.com 
 RX-Z9 RX-Z9 

RX-Z1 
RX-Z9 

RX-Z1 
RX-Z9 

 

MANUFACTURER 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 

Harmon/Kardon 

1-800-422-8047 
www.harmankardon.com 

  
AVR-520 

AVR-8000 

AVR-7000 

AVR-510 
  

Integra 
1-800-225-1946 

www.integrahometheater.com 
DTR-9.1U2 DTR-9.1U2  DTR-9.1   

Kenwood 
1-800-536-9663 

www.kenwoodusa.com 
      

Marantz 
1-800-654-6633 

www.marantz.com 

SR-9300 
SR-9600 

SR-9300 
SR-9200 
SR-14EX 
SR-18EX 

 
SR-14 
SR-18 
SR-19 

SR-18 

McIntosh 
1-805-526-2933 

www.mcintoshlabs.com 
MHT-200  MHT-100    

NAD 

1-781-784-8586 
www.nadelectronics.com 

T753 

T773 
T763 

T752 T752    

Onkyo 
1-800-229-1687 

www.onkyousa.com 
TX-DS989ver2 TX-DS989ver2 TX-DS989ver2  TX-DS989 

TX-DS939 
TX-DS777 

Pioneer Elite 

1-800-421-1404 
www.pioneerelectronics.com 

VSX-49TXi 
VSX-59TXi 

VSX-49TXi 
VSX-47TX 
VSX-49TX 

   

Rotel 

1-978-664-3820 
www.rotel.com 

 

 

  RSX965 SX965 

http://www.marantz.com/
http://www.mcintoshlabs.com/
http://www.nadelectronics.com/
http://www.pioneerelectronics.com/
http://www.yamaha.com/yec/index.htm
http://www.harmankardon.com/
http://www.integrahometheater.com/
http://www.kenwoodusa.com/
http://www.marantz.com/
http://www.mcintoshlabs.com/
http://www.nadelectronics.com/
http://www.onkyousa.com/
http://www.pioneerelectronics.com/
http://www.rotel.com/
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Sherwood 

1-800-841-1412 
www.sherwoodusa.com 

 

 

  
R-945 

MKII 

R-945 
R-925 

R-725 
R-525 
R-325 

Yamaha 
1-800-492-6242 

www.yamaha.com 

RX-V3300 
RX-Z1 
RX-Z9 

RX-V3300 
RX-Z1 

RX-Z1 
RX-V3200 

RX-V1 
RXV-3000 
RXV-1000 

RX-V1 
RX-V2095 

DSP-A1 
RX-V2095 

 
 

 
If you need further assistance, please contact our Product and Technical Support department at 1-

800-367-4008.  

 

Hours:  

Mon. - Fri.: 8:30 AM - 10 PM EST 

Sat.: 9 AM - 5 PM EST 

http://www.sherwoodusa.com/
http://www.yamaha.com/yec/index.htm

