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WARNING

Ta reduce the risk of fire or electric shock, do
nat expose this system to rain ar moisture.,

CAUTION

To reduce the risk of shock, do not remove the
cover of this system. There are no user-
serviceable parts inside, Refer servicing to
qualified service parsonnel.

The CAUTION marks shown an this page are
located an the back of your system.

The lightning flash, with
arrowhead syrmbol within an
equilateral triangle, is intended
to alert the user to the presence
of uninsulated “dangeraus voltage™ within the
gsystem enclosure that may be of sufficient
magnitude to constitute a risk of electric shock.

The exclamation point within an

equilateral triangle as marked

on the system is intended ta

alert the user to the presence of

important operating and
maintenance instructions in this owner's guide.
CAUTION: TO PREVENT ELECTRIC SHOCK
DO NOT USE THIS (POLARIZED) PLUG WITH
AM EXTEMSION CORD, RECEFTACLE OR
OTHER OUTLET UNLESS THE BLADES CAN
BE FULLY INSERTED TO PREVENT BLADE
EXPOSURE.

CAUTION

FISK OF ELECTRICAL SHOCK—DO NOT OFEN

TOHPREVENT FIRE OR SHC
EXPOGE THIS LINIT TO F

L HAZARD, DO MOT
W OR MOISTURE
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Saiety instructions

Be sure to read these instructions first, befona
praceeding with the setup and connection of
your Bose® Powered Acoustimass’-3 speaker
systern. Cargful attention to safety will ansure

the carefree use and long-lasting enjoyrment of

WAL NEW Sy Stam

1.

3.

Read Instructions - Fead all the
safety and aperating instructions before
the unit is operated

Retain Instructions - Fetain the
safety and operating instructions for future
reference,

Heed Warnings - Adheres 1o all
warmings an the unit and in the operating
instructions

Follow Instructions - Foliow all
operating and other instruchions

Water and Moisture - [onot use the
unit near water — for example, near a
bathtub, washiowl, kitchen sink, laundry
tub, in &2 wet basement, or near a swim-
ming pool, et

Carts and Stands - Do not place this
unit on an unstable cart, stand, tripod,
brackat, or table. The unit may fall, causing
serious injury 12 a child or adult, and
serious damage to fhe unit. Use anly with a
cart, stand, tripod, bracket, or table
recammendad by Bose Corporation,

a. A unitand cart combination should be
maved with cane. Quick stops,
excassive force, and uneven surfaces
may cause the unit and cart combina-
ticn to overturn

Wall or Ceiling Mounting - Mountthe
unit to & wall ar ceiling only as recam-
mendead by Bose Corporation,

Ventilation - Situate the unit o that its
pcation o position does nat interfere with
Is proper ventilation. For example, the unit
should not be situated on a bed, sofa, or
similar surface that may block the
vientilation openings, nor placad in a built-
in systemn, such as a bookcase or cabinet
that rmay impeds the fiow of air through the:
veantilation openings




9, Heat - Situate the unit away from heat
gsources such as radiators, stoves, or other
appliances (including amplifiers) that
produce heat

10. Power Sources - Connect thaunil o a
power (mains) supphy onky of the type
descrbed in the operating instructions or
as rmarked an the unit

11. Grounding or Polarization -
Frecautions should be taken sothat the
grounding or polarization means of an
appliance is not defeated

12. Power-Cord Protection - Roule
pawer supply (mains) cords sa that they
are not likely to be walked on or pinched
by items placed upon or against them
paying particular attention o cords at
plugs, convenience receptacles, and the
point where they exit fram the unit,

13. Cleaning - Clean the system only as
directed by Bose® Corporation,

14. Nonuse Periods - Lnplug the power
{mains) cord of the unit from the outlet
when left unused for a long period of fime.

15. 0bject and Liquid Entry - Take care
g0 that objects do not fall into and liquids
are nat spilled into the inside of the unit

16.Damage Requiring Service -
The unit should be serviced by gqualified
service personnel when:
a. The power-supply (mains) cord or the
plug has been damaged; or

b

Ohjects have fallen, or liquid has been
spilled into the unit; or

¢. The unit has bheen exposed torain; or

B

The unit coas not appear o aperate
normally or exhibits a marked change
in performance; o

e. The unit has bheen dropped, or the

cabinet has been damaged.

17. Servicing - Do not atternpt to service the
unitin any way beyond those means
described in the operating instructions. All
cther servicing should be refemed 1o
qualified service personnel.

CAUTION: Do not connect the Powerad

Acoustimass’-3 speaker system to the

speaker terminals of any receiver or amplifier

CAUTION: Do not place the bass

madule under furniture or behind

drapes if this interferes with
ventilation.




Yuur new Powered
Acoustimass -3
speaker system

Tharik you for purchasing this Bose” Powered
Acoustimass-3 speaker system. We are
confident that the advanced technology and
quality construction of this systerm will provide
youl with years of musical listening pleasure.

Your Powered Acoustimass-3 speaker system
is designed to be used with the Bose Lifestyle’
rmusic system and other Bose music sources.
You may also use this speaker system with
other sources that have line-level outputs, such
as a preamplifier, certain TV's and persona
portable tape or CO players

The goerating principles, wining configuration,
and placement opiians of the Powered
Acoustimass-3 speaker system are
cansideralily different from those of
camventionsl speaskers, Please take the lime o
read this owners manual Itwill help ensure
proper installation and includes information

and guidelines that will allow you fo take
advantage of the system's flexibility and help
you fo get the best sound quality possible.

The shipping carton contains evernything to

complete your epeaker system setup (see

Figure 1):

« One(1)Acoustimass bass madule
{larger unit)

* Two(2) cube speakers, ane left ("L") and
ane right ("R™)

¢ One (1) audic-input cabile

¢ Two(2)speaker cables

« One(1)detachable AC power (mains) cord

Carefully unpack all system companents,
saving the carton and packing material tor
possible future use, If any of the components
appears damaged, do not attemnpt fo use the
system. Instead, rapack the systemin its
original carton and notify your autharized Bose
dealer immediately.

Figure 1

Bose' Powered Acoustimass-3 speaker system




Setting up the
components

Cube speakers

Flace the left ("L") speaker on the left side of
the room, and the right {*R") speaker on the
righit sicle (check the letters an the battorm of
each cube speaker). In average-sized rooms,
you get thie best stereo sound with the left and
righit cLbe kers placed 6o 12 feel
[appraximately 2 to 4 m) apart. However, you
can get excellent sound with ihe speakers as
close as 3 fest (1 m)or as far apart as 15 feet
(5 m). The supplied speaker cable is long
enough to extend 20 feet (8 m) from the

hass madule

The cube speakers are magnetically shiglded
sathat they can be used with a TV or video
manitor, without affecting the picture quality
For such app
speakers right next to the monitor, if desired. A
variety of accessones is available to increase
yaur gptions; refer ta the “Accessores” section

tions, you can place the

for details.

Acoustimass’ bass module
General positioning guidelines.
Figure 2 illustrates akernatives for placing the
Acoustimass bass module. With a few
exceptions, you can place the modula

wherever it is mast fenient —in a cormer,
under a table, or even behind a sota (Figure 3).
CAUTION: Do nal cover the ventilation

105 of the bass madula, The slols on the
), &t sicle provids verililation for the

e =iy
openi

top, Be
buift-in electranic cirowitty and should not be
blockad

AN
LE e} ol

Figure 2
Bass module positioning choices




Figure 3
Some possible locations far the
Acoustimass” bass module

Generally, you should locate the bass module
at the same end of the room as the cube
speakers, However, this is not mandatary
because itis not easy for the human ear to
locate where bass sound originates. If you do
place the bass module at the opposite end of
the room from the cube speakers, try o place it
farther from the listener than the cube speak-
&rs are from the listener. The supplied audio
cable is long enough to extend 30 feet (3 m)
from the music source

The bass module will ordinarily produce the
most bass when itis placed in the comer of a
roorm. W therefore recommend that you place
the module along awall. 3 to 5 fest (approxi-
matety 1to 1.5 meters) from a corner. This
provides a normal balance of frequencies from
vour Powered Acoustimass-3 speaker system

&

Far more bass, maove the bass madule closer
to the walls andfor corners of your rooem; for
less bass, move it toward the center of your
room. (Room-compensation controls will also
help you vary the bass ) [t should be easy 10
find & location that is both convenient and
pravides a pleasing level of bass.

Maintaining adequate ventilation.

Do not cover the plastic end of the bass
madule. The slats an the top, bottorn, and side
pravide ventilation for the built-in electronic
circuitry and should not be blocked., During
normal operation, this end of the bass module
will bewarm ta the touch; it needs open air to
keep the heat from building up. Do not place
the bass module undear furniture or behind
drapes if this infarferas with ventifation. You
should also keep the bass modula away from
sources of heat (radiators, baseboards, guartz
heaters, etc.) to prevent the unit from overheat
ing. As with any electronic product, the: life of
the Powerad Acoustimass-3 systemwill be
shortened by operation al exrame temperaiures

For longer distances. [ the cube
speakers ara more than 20 feet (6 m) from the
Bass module (the length of the supplied
speaker cables), you will nead additonal
speaker cable (similar gauge or thicker) o
hoaok up the system. If the bass module is more
than 30 feet (9 m) from the music center, you
will need a Boss” audio input extension catble;
contact your authorzed Bose dealer.

Connecting the cables

from the cube speakers to

the bass module

CAUTION: Bz sure all components
{Lifestyla® music center or ather source and the
Acoustimass” bass modula) are unplugoed
from the power autlet before yau begin
hooking up fhe systam.

Maote that each of the two supplied speaker
cables has hwa wires. The wire marked with &
slripe ar a red collar is always positive (+), and




the plain one is always negative (). These
correspond to the positive (red) and negative
{black} terminals an the backs of the speakers
and the Acoustimass” bass module. Always
conneact the wires to their carresponding
terminals (positive to positive, negative to
nagative). If you need 1o lengthen the supplied
speaker cable, splice in similar gauge or
thicker cable, taking care to make the
connections properly, positive 1o pasitive,
negative 1o negative

1

Using the thumbnail recesses, carsfully
remave the plastic covers on the back of the
cube speakers (Figure 4).

Figure 4
Remaoving a cube speaker's plastic cover

2

Cannect one end of the first speaker cable to
the terminals on the rear of the [eft cube
speaker, and the other end to the left (L")
terminals on the rear of the Acoustimass bass
module marked "OUTPUTS TO SPEAKERS."

Simply push each terminal tab down, insert the
end of the appropriate wire inla the exposad
hale, and release the tab to secure the wire in
place (Figure 5).

Figure 5
Propearly connecting wires betwean the
cubea speakers and the Acoushmass
module terminals

3
Replace the cube speaker's plastic cover,
4

Check all connections to be sure they are
positive to pasitive (+ to +), and nagative o
negative (—to-). Make sure that no strands of
wire from any terminal are brushing against
ary other terminal. Such “bridged” wires
create shart circuits that may damage your
Powered Acoustimass-3 speaker system

5

Repeat steps 1-4 to connect the right cube
spaaker to the right (*R") terminals on the rear
of the Acaustimass bass module.




Connecting the bass module
to the music source (Figure &)

1

The audic-input cable has three cannectars al
each end: red, white, and black. Connect one
end of the audio-input cable to the jacks on the
back of the bass module, The red connector
goes into the “R" (right) AUDIO 1M jack; the
white connector into the "L (left) ALIDIC M
jack, Be sure to insant the black cannector into
the bass moaule's SYSTEM CONTROL iN
jack when using a Lifestyle” music center or
other Bose" music source. If yau are nof using
a Bose music sowrce, leave the black connector
disconnected. gt Lamfiedence

2 509 K
Connact the ather end of the audic-input cable
fa your music saurca, insarting the red connec-

or inta the "R" jack for the night channel; the

white connector into the “L" jack for the left
channel,

= O
Lo 0

Insert the black connector inta the SERLAL
DATA QUTPUT ar SYSTEM COMTROL jack
on your Lifestyle® music centar or other
Bose source. If you are not using 8 Bass
music sowce, leave the biack connacior
disconnacted,

Reter to Figure 7 for a finished system hookup
illustration

Completing system setup

1
Plugin the AC pawer (mains) cord from your
Lifestyle” music canter (or ather music source),

2
Make sure the valtage selectar switch onthe
back of the Acoustimass® bass macdule is
praperly set for your area (Figure 7). Connect
iable power (mains) cord o the
power jack on the back of the bass module
and then to the AC (mains) outlet.

: 3

Turn the POWER switch QM (1), select yaur
favarite music, and enjoy the lifelike scund




ysij6ug

Figure 6
Connections between the Acoustimass® module and the Lifestyle® music center

Figure 7
Finished system hoakup




Getting the best
sound

After you have listened to yaur Powerad
Acoustimass™-3 speaker system, you may
want to make some adjustmants to achieve
even better sound. There ans two ways to do
this: use the volume and room compensation
controls kacated on the frant of the Acaustiimass
bass module (Figure 8) andfor change the
posilion of the system companants,

Figure 8

User-adjustable controls

Using the volume control
Avalume cantral is provided on the front of the
Acoustimass bass module. Toincrease the
rmusic volume, rotate the knob clockwise; 1o
decrease the volume, rotate it counterclock-
wise, If the volume will be controlled prmarily
at the music source, it is best to leave the
speaker's volume contral at a high setting

[f wour Powered Acoustimass-3 speaker
system is connected o the Bose" Lifestyle
music center or other music source with its
awn level control, you may set the speaker's
volume contral ance and then leave it alone; a
small dot near the volume control knob marks
the recommended setting for this use. If yau
are using other equipment, experiment with
different levels to select an optimum setiing.

You may also use the Acoustimass bass
maduls volume confrol when the remate control
for the Lifestyle® music center is not handy, or
when you are using multiple speaker systems.
If you choose to turn the volume all the way
down, remember [o set the knob back toits
normal position befora you want ta listen again.

Using the room compensation
controls

The bwa raom compensation contrals on the
bass module allow you to adjust the treble
{high fraquencies) and bass (low frequencies)
as desired. Small dots near each contral knob
rmark the normal settings, as illustrated, Rotate
the controls clockwise toincreasa, and
counterclockwise to decrease the amount of
treble or bass




Compensating for room
acoustics

The acoustics (sound properties) of your
listening room can affect the overall sound
quality of any speaker systerm. In general,
rmany problems with acoustics can be solved
by the judicious use of your roam compensa-
tion controls, such as in the common situations
listed below
controls in theirmaximum position may reduce
the maximum volurne level that the Powered
Acoustimass 3 sSpeaner :;5-'&;I.=zrr| can achieve,

Weak treble sound. Hoomswith a lot of
sound-absorbing furnishings such as stuffed
furniture, wall-to-wall carpet, or heavy drapes
may reduce the treble sound of your Powered
Acoustimass-3 speaker system. The missing
treble sound can be restored by tuming up the
treble control slightly

Mate, however, that using these

Excessive treble sound. Rooms with foo
fenw sound-absarbing furnishings, especially
those with bare floors and walls, may sound
too shrill or “bright” becausa of too much
treble. Turming down the treble contral will
provide a reduction

Too little or too much bass. Rotale the
bass control clockwise to increase bass,
counterclockwise o decrease it. This may be

the bass module in your room

Yuur system’s unique
features

The compact size of the cube speakers and the
almost unlimited placement options far the
Acoustimass bass module make the Powered
Acoustimass-3 speaker system easily adapted
lo any size room or decar. In addition, it affers
many features not availabke from a conventiona
speaker system

Bose' Dynamic Equalization
circuitry

Bose patented, automatic Dynamic Equaliza-
tion circuitry eliminates a problem commaon to
conventional audio systems: loss of perceived
bass at low volume levels, The aar is less
sensitive o low bass at low listening levels and
cannot hear parts of the musical spectrum -
evan cartain instruments = on a conventional
syslem operated at a low volume. The propri-
etary Bose Dynamic Equalization technology
solves this probilem by continuoushy (dynami-
cally) adjusting the level of bass produced
depending on the valume level chosen

without distorting vocals. This also eliminates
the need to readjust tane controls every time the
volume kevel is turned up or down. Music
ahways sounds full and rich, whether the system
is played very softly or loudly.




cunnecting other
components to your
Powered Acoustimass-3
speaker system

AUDIO and SYSTEM CONTROL autputs arg
orovided an the back of the bass module (Figure
9) to provide signals to another Base™ powered
speaker system or to an existing stereo system.
Yau may connect an audic-nput cable fram
these autputs to ancther Powerad Acoustimass-
3 speakar system (or a stereo system's ALK
npuis) in arother room. Up to six Bose powerad

speaker systems can be connactled in this
fashicn without degrading the audio guality.

The signals provided by the ALUDIO and
SYSTEM CONTROL output jacks are identical to
those ariginating at the music source, and are
unaffected by the volume, treble, and bass
controls




. CIeaning your system

evsren N [OUT The cabinets of your Powered Acoustimass-3
CONTROL @ speaker system can be easily cleaned with a
damp cloth, Do not attempt to clean therm with
any solvents or chemicals. The grille assem-
blies on the cube speakers may be carefully
vacuurmed, if necessary, Pleasa note that the
drivers are located directly behind the grille
cloth and are easily damaged if reasonable
care is not taken. Avoid applying any pressure
with the vacuurm nozzle

DO neat alleve liguids to spill or objects to drop
into the openings on the Acoustimass bass
module, or to enter the grille assemblies of the
cube speakers.

TR0V — AL
ATEW MAX

560 Hx L | [

{SSA 118Y)
Act:essnries

Bose” offers a variety of mounting accessonas
= | ta enhance the fexibility of wour Powerad

H i O 7 s :
Figure 9 Acoustimass-3 speaker system. These include
Acoustiimass” bass module rear pane wallizeiling mounting bracksts UB-5 or UB-6

and table stands T5-5 or TS-6 . For information
and ordering instruclions, contact your local
| authorized Bose dealer or the Bose faclory
{see "For information or service").




In case of difficulty

If you experience any of the following prok-
lerms with your Powered Acoustimass®-3
speaker system, try the solutions suggestad
below. Most problems typically originate with
cther compaoneants, not your speakers. (Ifyour
speakers are not connected to a Lifestyle’
music canter, substitute the words "music
source” for "'music center.”)

The Powered Acoustimass-3

speaker system does not play

+ Make sure all connechions are made and
that the music center is plugged inand a
selection (radio or CDYis playing

* Make sure that the speaker wire strands ara
not touching each other, causing a short
cincuit

s norease the volurne on the music center,
[Refer toyour music center owner's
rmanual.)

* Make sure that the power switch is in the
OM (1) pasition

If there is still no sound after trying the above

solutions, turn off the Lifestyle® music center,

disconnect the Poweraed Acoustimass-3
speaker system, and contact your local
authorized Bose* daaler for further assistance.

The Powered Acoustimass-3

speaker system sounds distorted

+ The music may be too loud. Decreasethe
volume at the music centar or with the
wolume control on the bass module,

The right or left cube speaker

doesn’t play or sounds distorted

« Turn off the Lifestyle music center and
Powered Acoustimass-3 speaker systam

* (Check the wiring connecting the cube
speaker to the Acoustimass bass module,
and make sure that the audio connaclors
are insertad all the way infa the jacks on the
back af the music center and bass module.
If no visible problern is found, disconnact
the audio cables from the back of the
Lifestyle music center and reconnect them
to the opposite terminals (left to right and
right to left). Turn on the music canter and
the speaker gystem. If the cube speaker
oy works properly, the corresponding
channel of the music center may bea
defective. Call vour local authorzed Bose”
dealer.

Mot enough bass sound is being

produced

+  Make sure the two large openings on the
Acoustimass bass module are not coverad

* \erify that the bass reom-compensation
contral is nat sat fully countarclockwise.

If, after trying the: above solutions, you are still
having trouble with your Powered Acoustimass-
3 speaker systemn, cantact your authorized
Bose dealer, wha will werify any defects and
arrange for service by an autharized servica
agency or by the Bose factory. Bose Carpora-
tion will make every effort to remeady any
pratbermn within the terms of the warranty at
minimurm II"IICOH'-\.TﬁrIil.’—ZI‘II."H 1o :.I'Gu.




Fnr information
or service

U.S5.A.
Call 1-800-444-BOGE (2673)
8:30am. o9 pm.ET

Canada
Call 1-800-444-BOSE (2673)
Sam.tos pm.ET

European Headquarters
Bose DISTCO BV, Mijverheidsiraat 8,
1135 GE Edam, Halland
TEL (31) 2923-71055
FAX (31) 2093-68163

Australia
Bosgea Australia, Inc.,
11 Murial Avenue, Rydalmere,
M.SW. 2116
TEL (02)684-1022 FAX (02)584-1665

Belgium
Bose M.V, Essenestraat 15,
1740 Ternat, Belgium
TEL 02-5826200 FAX02-5823717

Denmark
Bose A5, Industrive] 7,
2805 Brondby, Denmark
TEL 4343-T777 FAX 4343-7818

France
Boze SARL, 6 Rue Saint Vincent,
78100 5t Germain en Laye, France
TEL 01-30610461 FAX 01-30614105

Germany
Bose GMEH, Max Planckstrasse 36,
6382 Friedrichsdor,
Postfach 1125, Germarny
TELOENT2-71040 FAX 08172-710415

Holland
Bose BV, Mijverheidstraat 8
1135 GE Edam, Holland
TEL 02993-69191 FAX 02993658166

ireland
Bose reland, Castleblayney Road,
Carrickrmacross, Co Managhan, (reland
TEL 042-61988 FAX 042-61998

Italy

Bose SPA, Via Luigi Capucci 12,

10147 Rome, laly

TEL05-5127641/2 FAX06-5115438
Spain

Bose Products B.Y. Sucursal en Espana,

Avda de Aragan 334,

Poligono Las Mercedes,

28022 Madrid, Spain

TEL31-3290210 FAX O1-7472080

Switzerland
Bose A.G., Rinenbergerstrasse 134
CH-4460 Gellerkindan, Switzerland
TEL 051-995544 FAX D61-995502

United Kingdom
Bosa UK. Ltd., Trinity Trading Estate,
Sittingbourme, Kent ME10 2PD,
United Kingdam
TEL 0725-475341/5 FAXO795-427227

Other locations
Bose Corporation, Senvice Department,
Ottis Street Park, Building 3, PO Bax 5045,
Westborough, MA 01581-5045 LUISA
TEL (508) 366-2896 FAX (508) 87246541




Warranty period

The Bose” Powerad Acoustimass’-3 speaker
systern is covered by a ane-year limited
\J'l.fr'_irfr'irlﬁ,.’.

Technin:al information

Features
* Acoustimass” speaker technology

+ Dynarnically Equalized” speakers

« Built-in amplification
* Active BEgualization
* Biamplified system
¢ Autormatic protection circuitry

¢ Automatic tum-on/shut-off

» Syncom’ | computerized quality control
Driver Complement

¢ Two(2) magnetically shielded 2.5" (6.4 cm)

lang-throwe, wide-range transducers in cube
S 2AkErs

« One(115.25°(13.3cm)wooterin
Acoustimass enclosure

Power Rating

* JSA/Canada: 1158V, 5SOM60 Hz; 175W

o |nternalional: 230V S0E0 Hz, 175W

Finish

« Acoustimass” module; Scratch-resistant
satin-finished viryl

s Cube speakers: Painted polymer finish

Dimensions

s Acoustimass module: T 3AHx 18 1/2W xS
12'0D (20 x 47 x 22 cm)

s Cubespeaker: 4 1/2'Hx 4 1/2'W = 31/2°D
(M =x11x9cm)
Weight

+ 27 b {12.3 kg}, in shipping cartan
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Better sound through research.

1991 Bose Corporation, Thea Mauriain,
Framingham MA 0170018168 LISA
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