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Figure 2. Figure 4.

See page 2 for English explanation of
diagrams.




Diagrams and lllustrations
for the Acoustimass’-3
."‘Lvstam

Figure 1

Place the left and right cube speakers, respec:
tively, on the left and right sides of the roam. The
Acoustimass madule can go almost anywhere—
behind or under furniture, near a wall, ar in the
middle of the room. A corner location {see large X),
recommended for most situations, will typically
provide the grealest bass output,

A Lelt Cube Speaker B Right Cube Speaker

Figure 2

Wiring diagram for the Acoustimass-3 syslam,
Connect the right and left speaker terminals to the
right and left terminals on the rear of the Acousti
mass module marked "OUTPUTS TO CUBE
SPEAKERS. Connect the right and laft channel
terminals an the Acoustimass module marked
MPUTS FROM AMP OR RECEIVER' to the right
and left speaker output terminals on the amplifier
or recaver.

A Insert thumbnail and genthy pull back, being careful not

1y seratch finish,

B Ledl Cubea Speaker

C Right Gube Spaaker

0 Quiput io Cube Speaker

E Input frarm Amglifier or Racaiver

F OQutput from Amplifier or Receiver

Figure 3

To connect cables to the cube speakers and the
Acoustimass module, press the tabs on the back
of each component, insert a correspanding
negalive or positive lead, and release the tab to
secure the lead in place.

A Red B Black

Figure 4

You can put the Acoustimass madule in any
position as long as you leave at least 2 inches
of space in front of the two slotted openings on
its end.

A Variows pastions of the Acoustimass Bass Module,

1:19. Bose® Acoustimass’-3
Series Il Speaker System

Owner’s Guide .

We at Bose™ would like to thank you for purchas-
ing the Acoustimass®-3 Series Il speaker system,
the world’s smallest speaker system delivering
pure sound and virtual invisibility. The advanced
technalogy and quality construction of this music
system will provide you with years of listening
pleasure. You'll also find that the virtual invisibility
of its companents will give you almast unlimited
flexibility in how—and where—you can set it up.

Because the Acoustimass-3 speaker system
is significantly different from conventional
systems, both in the way it operates and the
way you set it up, we recommend that you
read this owner's guide. The first section
gives you step-hy-step instructions on how
to connect your system to your stereo so
that you can begin to enjoy it as soon as
possible. We've also included some more
detailed information and suggestions on
arranging your system's components and on
using your system to help you get the best
guality performance possible.

Everything you need to hook up your

Aroustimass-3 system is contained in its

shipping cartons. Your system consists of.

-2 cube speakers, ane left (") and one right
("R"); see Figure 1

-1 Acoustimass module

-4 cables (one pair for cannecting Ihe cube
speakers to the Acoustimass module, one pair
for connecting the Acoustimass module to your
recelver or amplifier)

Be sure to save all the carlons and packing
material in case you need to transport your sys-
lem at any time. If any components appear
damaged when you unpack them, do not
attempt to use the system. Instead, repack the
system in its original carlons and notify your
authorized Bose dealer immediataly.




SUFHI: Sound in Five Easy
Steps

| .QUTIUH: Unplug your receiver or amplifier
rom the wall outlet before connecting your

Acoustimass”-3 system.

1 ———

Set up the components (Figure 1). Check the
letter on the bottom of each cube speaker, then
place the left (") speaker on the left side of the
raom, the right (“R") speaker on the right side,
and the Acoustimass module wherever you want
it (just |eave at least 2 inches of space in front of
the two slotted openings on its end). Be sure that
the supplied 20-foct cables will reach from the
speakers to the Acoustimass madule. (You may
increase the distance between the cube speakers
and the Acoustimass madule by using a longer
wire of the same or greater gauge, connecting
them positive to positive, negative to negative.)

2 —_— ——— ———

Examine the cables and connections. At the
end of each of the supplied cables are two leads,
one marked with a gray stripe or a red collar, and
the other ane plain. The plain lead is always
negative (<), and the striped or red one is always
positive (+). These correspond to the negative
{plain) and pasitive (red) terminals on the backs
.f the speakers and the Acoustimass module.

|

ways cannect the lzads fo their corresponding
terminals (negative to negalive, positive to posi-
tive). To do so, simply press the black (*-") tab,
insert the plain lead, and release the fab to secure
the lead in place. Insert the gray striped or red

lead inta the red (" + ") tab (Figure 3).

3
Connect the cube speakers to the
Acoustimass module (Figure 2).
a. Using the thumbnail recesses, remove the
plastic covers on the back of the cube speakers
(Figure 2).

b. Connect one end of the first cable to the termi-
nals on the rear of the left speaker and the
other end ta the left (") terminals on the rear
of the Acoustimass module marked *0UTPUTS
T0 CUBE SPEAKERS! Take another cable and
cannect the right speaker ta the right module
outputs in the same way. Replace the plastic
covers on the back of the cube speakers.

4

Connect the Acoustimass module to your

amplifier or receiver (Figure 2).

a. Connect the third cable between the left chan-
nel terminals on the Acoustimass module
miarked “INPUTS FROM AMP OR RECEIVER®
and the left (") speaker output terminals on
wour amplifier or receiver. Repeat for the right
channel, using the fourlh cable.

b. Check all your connections to make sure they
are wired positive to positive ( + to +), nega-
five to negative (- 1o -). The speakers will
produce little or no bass if they are wired
incorrectly. Also, check to make sure that
no strands of wire from any terminal are
brushing against any other terminal. Such

“hridged” wires create short circuits that
can damage your receiver ar amplifier.

5

Enjoy! Plug in -,-nﬂr receiver, lurn on your
system, and enjoy your musicl




Checking Your System

The following simple test will help you make sure
that your Acoustimass™3 system is working
properly.

1, Turn the balance control on your receiver or
amplifier completely to the left. If your cube
speakers are connected properly, you will hear
music only fram the left one. You may also
detect a very faint sound from the other speaker,

2. Mow, furn the balance control completely o the
right. If your cube speakers are connecled
properly, this time you will hear music anky
from the right ane. You may also detect a very
faint sound from the ather speaker.

3, Refurn the balance control to the center posi-
tion and play some music with good, deep
bass, Lislen carefully, first with the balance
cantral in the center position, then in the far ket
position, and then in the far right position. If the
system is connectad praperty, you should hear
the same or deeper bass in ihe center position
than in the left-only or right-only position. If the
bass is not as full, your speakers are wired "ot
of phase” Check fo make sure that your
receiver or amplifier is properly connacted 1o
the Acoustimass® module (all connections
positive to posilive, negative to negalive).

4. Refurn the balance contral to the center position.

If your system still doesrl appear to be working
properly, refer o the “In Case You Have a Problem”
section.

Getling the Best Sound
from Your Acoustimass’-3
Series Il System

The compact size of the cube speakers and the
almost unlimited placement options for the
Acoustimass module make the Acoustimass-3
system readily adaptable to any size room and
any decor. We have provided the following tips to
help you get the best possible sound fram your
speaker system,

Automatic Systerm Prafection. Tha
Aeoustimass-3 speaker system incorporales an
altomatic protection circuit, which quards the
system against most kinds of polential damage
due o electrical stress or overload, This circuit
activates at high volume levels to reduce the
system output, causing a slight decrease in
volume. This is normal operation and indicatas
that power input may be exceeding safe

levels. Sustained lislening at these levels is

not recommended.

Distance Between Speakers. In average-sized
listening raoms, you get the best slereo sound

with the left and right cube speakers placed 6 to

12 faet apart (approximately 1.8-3.6 m). However,

you can still get excellent sound with the speakers

as close as 3 feet (approximately 1 m) or as far .
apart a5 15 feel (approximately 4.5 m).

Using the Speakers with a Television. The
cube speakers are magnetically shielded sa that
they can be used with 2 TV or video maonitor
withaul affecting the picture quality. For such
applications, you can place the speakers right
next to the manitor, if desired. A variety of acces-
sories is available to enhance this application;
rafer to the " Accessories " section for details.




Where fo Place the Acoustimass™ Module. You
can place the Acoustimass module almast any-
where in your listening room (Figure 1)—even
under a bed or table or behind a sofa—and in
.Iher avertical or horizontal position (Figure 4),

st be sure not to block the two slotted openings
in the end of the unit, and leave al least 2 inches
{approximately 5 cm) of open space between
these openings and the wall or other surface
MOTE: While the cube arrays are shielded, the
Acoustimass module is not shielded and should
always be placed af least 2 feet from amy monitor
or television.

The unigue Acoustimass speaker technology of
the Acoustimass-3 system delivers room-filling
bass from almost anywhere. The most bass is
generally produced with the module playing
in the corner of a room. You can fine-lune the
level of the bass simply by changing the location
of the module within your room. Generally, we
recommend that you place the module along a
wall, not more than 5 feet (approximately 110 1.5
melers) from a carnes. This provides a normal
balance of frequencies from your Acoustimass-3
system. To increase the amaounk of bass, move
the module closer to the walls andlor comers of
your room. Or, to get less bass, move the madule
toward the center of your room., It should be

asanably easy to find a location that is baoth
&ﬂwenient and provides a pleasing level of bass.

Room Acoustics. The acoustics (sound proper-
ties) of your listening room can affect the overall
sound quality of any speaker system, including
your Acoustimass-3 system. In general, you can
solve many acoustical problems by careful use of
the tone controls an your amplifier or receiver.
Hawever, these controls may put greater power
demands on your receiver or amplifier, especially
if you turn them all the way up. Although your
Bose®™ Acoustimass-3 system incorporates auto-
matic profection circuitry that quards against
most types of elecirical stress, excessive tone
contral use can cause an amplifier or
receiver to run out of power and distort,
potentially damaging your system.

Below are some comman acoustical problems
and tips for controlling them:

1. Not enough treble sound (high frequen-
cies)— Rooms with a lot of sound absorbing
furnishings such as stuffed furniture, wall-to-
wall carpet, or heavy drapes may reduce the
high frequencies from your Acoustimass™-3
system. Slightly furn up the treble control on
your amplifier or receiver. Or, if you prefer,
remave some of the sound absorbing furnish-
ings from the roam.

2. Too much treble sound— Rooms with foo few
sound-absorbing furnishings, especially those
with bare floors and walls, may sound overly
shrill ar “bright”’ Turn down the treble cantral
or add throw carpets or drapes to absorb the
sound,

3. Too much or too little bass (low frequen-
cies)—Adjust the bass contral on your ampli-
fier or receiver, or move the Acoustimass
madule closer to or away from a wall andfor
comer as described in the preceding section.

External signal processors (such as graphic and
paramefric equalizers), although not recom-
mended, can be used with your Acoustimass-3
system if you want a greater degree of acoustic
control. Gonsult your Bose dealer for advice.

Maintalnlng Your System

You can easily clean the module and cubes of
your Acoustimass-3 system with a damp clath
and, if necessary, a mild detergent such as dish
soap. You may prefer to remaove the grilles to
clean them, as the drivers are located directly
behind the grilles and can be easily damaged
Do not aliow liquids to spill through the grille
assemblies of the cube speaker or lo enter the
Acoustimass madule in any way.




In Case You Have
a Problem

If your Acoustimass™-3 system does nof appear to
be warking correctly, try the solutions sugoested
below; most problems usually invalve olher
components, nat the speakers.

Problem:
The left cube speaker doesnt play or sounds
distarted.

Solution:

Turn off the amplifier ar receiver. Check the wiring
connecting the cube speaker to the Acoustimass
module and the wiring connecting the madule fo
the amplifier or receiver. If you can't see arything
wrong, disconnect the left and right wires from
the back of the amplifier or receiver. Now, connect
the left speaker wires going o the Acousimass
module to the right amplifier terminals, Turn the
balance confral on the receiver ar amplifier com-
pleety to the right and turn the power on. If the
left cube speaker now works properly, the left
channel of your amplifier or receiver is probaly
defective. CAUTION: Do not connect the other
cube speaker to the channel in question at
this time. If the amplifier or receiver chan-
nel is defective, you could damage your
Acoustimass”-3 system.

Problem:
The right cube speaker doesn't play or sounds
distorted,

Solution:

Use the same procedure as above for the ledt
cube speaker, substituting the words “left” for
“right” and “right” for “left’

Problem:

The whole Acoustimass-3 system does not play
or sounds distorted.

Solution:

Turn off the receiver or amplifier and discannect
the Acoustimass sysiem. Reconnect the speakers

to another recedver or amplifier that you know is
working properly, If the Acoustimass-3 system

now works properly, the problem is in your ampli-

fier or receiver, Note: If this is the case, check all

user accessible fuses on your receiver or ampli- .
fier, referring to the appropriate ewner's guide for

help. If the fuses blow again, have the amplifier or
receiver checked by qualified personngl,

If, after trying the above solutions, you are still
hawing trauble wilh your Acoustimass-3 system,
contact your authorized Bosa™ dealer. He wil
verify any defects and arrange for service by an
authorized service agency or by the Bose factory
Bose Corporation will make every effort lo remedy
any problem within the ferms of the warranty at
minimum incorvenience to you,

Aooessnries

Bose offers a variety of mounting accessories 1o
enhance the flexibility of your Acoustimass-3
system, including walliceiling mounting brackets
and fable stands. For information and ondering
instructions, contact your local Bose dealer, or
call Bose, toll free, at 1-800-444-BOSE in the USA;
or 1-800-465-B0SE in Canada.

Technlcal Information _.

Features
Acoustimass™ speaker design

Syncom™ computer quality assurance program
Automatic protection circuitry

Driver Complement
Twa magnetically shielded 2" lang-thraw,
wide-range transducers in cube speakers

One 5% wooler in Acoustimass enclosure




Impedance

Mominal IEC standard

5 ohms

pompatible with receivers or amplifiers rated from
‘Iﬂ ahms

Power Handling
50 watts, IEC standard. Compatible with receivers
ar amplifiers fram 10-100 walls per channel.

Finish

Acoustimass® module; Scratch resistant black
and white satin finish

Cube speakers: Black pofymer, painted
Dimensions

Acoustimass module: 8" H x 8"W x "D
(20 20 > 36 cm)

Cube speaker; 4127 H x 412" W % 316" 0
(11 =1 %9 cm)

Weight

Acoustimass module; 14 Ib

Cube speakers: 18 oz. each

leltad Warranty
Bose Product

What is covered: All parts defective in material
i workmanship.

For how long: 5 years from the Acoustimass-3
system purchase date.

What we will do: We will repair or replace, at
our sole option, free of charge, any defective parts.

What we will not do: Pay shipping or transpar-
tation charges from you fo us.

What you must do:

1. Return product personally with ariginal proof
of purchase from an authorized Bose dealer to
your authorized Bose dealer, or

2. Return product personally with original proof
of purchase from an authorized Bose dealer to
the nearest authorized Bose Service Agency, ar

3. Return product with original proof of purchase
from an authorized Bose dealer direclly to the
Bose factory. If you elect to return the product
directly to the Base factory,

a. Call the Bose Service Department at
(508) 366-9896, and ask to be assigned
a return authorization number and shipping
instructions;

b. Property pack the product in the original
carton for shipping. If you need a new
carton, contact Bose Corporation for a new
carton available at nominal charge.

¢. Label and ship, freight prepaid, to the
address provided by the Bose® Service
Department, and

d. Place your return authorization number
prominently on the outside of the carton.
(Cartans not bearing & refurn autharization
number will be refused.)

Other conditions: This warranty is fully transfer-
able provided the current owner furmnishes the
original proof of purchase from an autharized
Bose dealer. ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES EXPIRE
AT THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS WARRANTY.
WE SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR INCIDENTAL
OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES. This warranty
does not cover a defect that has resulted from
improper or unreasonable use or maintenance,
accident, improper packing, or unauthorized
tampering, alteration or modification as deter-
mined salely by us. This warranty is void if the
|abel bearing the serial number has been
removed or defaced.

Other Law Rights: This warranty gives you
specific legal rights, and you may also have other
rights which vary from state to state or country o
country. Some places da nof allow the exclusion
or limitation of incidental or consequential dam-
ages, 50 the above limitation or exclusion may not
apply to you. Contact your local authorized Bose
dealer or distributor for warranty information if
you purchased product outside the United States.
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