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Thank you

Congratulations on your purchase of the Acoustimass®-HT complete home theater speaker
package from Bose' Advanced speaker technologies, quality construction, and all-in-one
convenience make this speaker package a superior choice for full enjoyment of home
theater. Engineered for rich, natural sound, Acoustimass-HT speakers offer a performance
that invites greater listening pleasure,

For your records

A serial number is located near the connection panel on the Acoustimass bass module,
The date of manufacture (DOM) is printed on the back of both surround speakers.

Bass module serial number:

Surround speaker DOM:

Dealer name:

Dealer phone: FPurchase date:
We suggest you keep your sales slip and warranty card together with this owner's guide.

Declaration

of Conformity
We, the offerer;

Bose® Corporation, The Mountain

Framingham, MA 01701-3168 USA
acknowledge our sole responsibility, that the product:

Kind of equipment: Loudspeakers
Type designation: ACOUSTIMASS®-HT speakers

in accordance with EMC Directive 89/336/EEC and Article 10(1) of the Directive,
is in compliance with the following normi(s) or document(s):

Technical regulations: ENS0081-1, EN50082-1

Accradited by Bose Corporation

19 September 1995 splh il (D rii

Bose B.\., Mijverheidstraat 8 Paul Olean, General Manager, Bose
1135 GE Edam, The Netherlands Europe, Manufacturer's authorized |
EU representative
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Before you begin

Thank you for choosing the Bose® Acoustimass®™-HT complete hame theater speaker
package. It includes five speakers and a bass module, brackets, speaker cable, and
protective rubber feet. This package is designed for use with audio for video (&) surround
sound components that have five amplified speaker outputs.

Acoustimass speaker technology is known for producing bold, lifelike sound. It also allows
you to hide the bass module from sight, so all of the front and center channel sound
appears to come from the cube speakers alone. These Virtually Invisible” speakers take up
very little space, which adds to their impact.

The surround speakers in this package feature other Bose technologies, including the
4.5-inch StarDriver™ full-range driver. It delivers performance that's usually associated with
much larger speakers,

You can mount the surround speakers at the rear of your room, using the custom-designed
brackets included in this package. A second set of brackets provides mounting for the left
and right cube speakers at the front. This makes out-of-the-way speaker placement both
simple and convenient,

Quality construction, advanced technologies, and convenience make the Acoustimass-HT
speaker package a superior choice for full listening, and viewing, enjoyment. This system is
also significantly different from conventional speakers, so be sure to read this guide. It will
help you set up and use your speakers propetly.

Unpack the carton
Carefully unpack the carton. Save all packing materials for possible future use.

Inspect the speakers (Figure 1). If any part appears damaged, do not use them. Repack all
parts in the original carton and call your authorized Bose dealer immediately.

Note: Now is a good time to record the serial number and the date of manufacture (DOM)
on page 2 of this guide and on your warranty card.

Front speaker
maunting brackets

Brackat mounting
Acoustimass bass

Cube speakers

Surround speakers

T Bracket mounting
8 rubber feet harcdware

Surround speaker
rmounting brackets

Figure 1

What comes in the carton

* Acoustimass bass module
* 2 surmound speakers

* 3 cube speakers

= & 20-foot speaker cables

« 2 50-foot speaker cables

¢ 4 rubber feet (for the bass
madule)

+ 8 rubber feet (for the sur-
round speakers)

= 2 front speaker mounting
brackets

s 2 surround speaker mounting
brackets

* 2 packets of bracket mount-
ing hardware



qu:ere to put your Acoustimass’-HT speakers
o}

se” designed your Acoustimass-HT complete home theater speakers to provide high
performance and flexibility,

The identical cube speakers are magnetically shielded, allowing you to place them near a
TV screen without causing interference. The bass module, which is unshielded, should be at
least 2 feet (6 m) from your screen, but at the same end of the room as the cube speakers.
The surround speakers, which are also unshielded, should be placed toward the rear of your
room and at least 2 feet (.6 m) from your screen.

Keep these guidelines in mind, and be aware that pure bass tones are multi-directional,
That means you can actually hide the module behind curtains or under furniture. Without
audible distortion to give away the location of the bass module, all the sound will seem to

come from the small speakers around the room.
Figure 2
Where to place Acoustimass-HT
speakers




Cube speakers

The cube speakers reproduce the left, right, and center channel sound directed to them by
an A/ receiver with surround decoding circuitry. This decoding sends much of the movie
dialogue to the center channel speaker, for example.

For accurate video sound:

* Place the center channel speaker directly above or below your television (Figure 2).

* Place the left and right front speakers at least 6 feet (1.8 m) apart. You may prefer them
up to 15 feet (4.6 m) apart,

*  If you mount the left and right speakers on the ceiling, remove the front grilles and turn
them so the logo appears right side up.

* Where each speaker is placed determines whether it connects to the RIGHT, CENTER,
or LEFT outputs on the bass module,

Note: I you do not use brackets to mount them, be sure to place cube speakers only on
surfaces that are stable and level. For some surfaces, such as marble or glass, we recom-
mend that you use rubber feet fo prevent speaker movement due to vibrations. Bose” will
pravide these rubber feet free of cost, 1o request them, contact Bose {see the inside back
page) or your local Bose service agency and ask far Part Number 178321

Bass module

For a good balance of sound, Bose recommends putting your bass madule and cube

speakers at the same end of the room. You can stand the module vertically or horizontally

(Figure 3), allowing you to hide it behind or under furniture. Place the open end toward,

along, or away from a wall, making sure not to block the opening.

For the sound you prefer:

¢ Place the module along a wall near the comer, with the openings toward the wall to
increase the bass or away from the wall to decrease the bass.

* To get the most bass output, place the opening end 2 to 3 inches (5 to 7.6 cm) from a
wall. (Leave at least 2 inches between the bass module openings and any surface.)

* To reduce the bass, move the module away from the corner, more toward the center of
the wall.

* To prevent interference, keep the module at least 2 feet (.6 m) from any TV.

When you have decided how you will position the module, attach the supplied rubber fest
to the bottom surface. They provide additional stability and protection.

CAUTION:

Before mounting speakers to
a wall or ceiling, be sure to
read all of these guidelines
and use only the supplied
brackets. Refer to the bracke!
instructions in the Appendix.
Do not connect the speakers
before locking over those
instructions.

Figure 3

Bass module positions

CAUTION:

Be sure to attach rubber foet
o the bottorn surface, If the
terminal side of your bass
module faces down, the
rubber faet will minimize
pressure on the wires, floor
scratches, and speaker
movement.




.Tshumnund speakers CAUTION:

ese speakers provide surround sound effects at the rear of your viewing area (Figure 2). [0 not place the surround
speakers within 2 fest (.6 m) of
a TV or computer screen. The
speakers are not magnelically

Brackets that come with these speakers allow you to mount them on the wall or ceiling in a
vertical or horizontal position (see Note below). If you prefer, set the speakers on a table or

shelf. shielded and will cause
For accurate surround sound: sarious video interference if
* Place the speakers as far apart as your room allows. placed toa close to a screen.

*  Make sure they are behind the general viewing area, along the rear wall
or to the rear of side walls.

* Place both speakers at the same height.
» Keep these speakers at least 2 feet (.6 m) from your TV.

* Where each speaker is placed determines whether it connacts to the receiver outputs
marked LEFT or RIGHT.

* When you mount the speakers on brackets, be sure their position allows for room to CAUTION:
tighten the bracket screw using a screw driver. The bracket screw must be

Note: If you use the supplied brackels, refer to the bracket instructions in the Appendix. e E_HE'? from the ;’Eﬂ‘:’”;{ i
Do not connect the speakers before reading those instructions. vertically mounted brackel.

¢ To stand them vertically or horizontally without using brackets, apply the rubber feet to
the bottom surface of the speakers (Figure 4).

3 Figure 4
F — Y Self-adhesive feet attached to a
- = o spe_a[cer in horizontal or vertical
7] position
|
Self-adhesive fest | A i
Self-adhesive fast




 Setting Up

Connect the speakers CAUTION: .

Use the supplied 20-foot speaker cables to connect the cube speakers to the Acoustimass®  Béfore making any connec-

module and the module to your receiver. Use the 50-foot cables to connect the surround tions, turn {:'-'? your receiver
speakers to your receiver. and unplug it from the AC

: ower (mains) outlat, M
Note: If you need longer speaker cables, splice in 18-gauge (0.75 mnT) ar thicker cable. DA RS chie S
: e £ ! 4 doing so may result in dam-
Make sure lo attach the wires positive lo positive and negative to negative.

age lo your system.
Speaker cable consists of two insulated wires, The insulation around one wire is marked
with a red band or stripe. This wire is always positive (+). The plain wire is always negative
{-). These correspond to the positive (red) and negative (black) terminals on the back of
each speaker or receiver. Be sure to connect each wire to the proper terminal, positive to
positive and negative to negative.

Cube speakers
For each connection to the cube speakers, push the terminal tab down and insert the CAUTION:
appropriate wire into the exposed hole (Figure 5), Do not connect the cube
1. Connect one end of a 20-foot cable to the right cube speaker. speatars directly io the
receiver.
2. Connect the other end to the RIGHT OUTPUT TO CUBE SPEAKERS terminals on the e
| Acoustimass bass module (see Figure 6 on page 10).
' 3. Repeat to connect the left cube speaker to the LEFT QUTPUT TO CUBE SPEAKERS
| terminals.
| 4. Hepeat to connect the center cube speaker to CENTER OUTPUT TO CUBE SPEAKERS
terminals.
Figure 5
Inserting wire into cube speaker
Black terminals

\_// terminal tak
G
A Plain wire

)




Setting Up

.Bass module CAUTION:
Pay careful attention to connecting all cable wires positive to positive and negative to Do not connect the bass
negative (in phase). Cut of phase wiring can cause total loss of bass module output. module directly to your

telavision unless it provides
surround decoding circuitry
and amplified outputs for all
channels.

Your receiver may have more than one pair of front speaker outputs. They are usually
labeled Speakers A and Speakers B. Use either set of outputs unless one is designated for
a particular ohm rating. In that case, use the outputs intended for use with speakers rated &
ohms (8L2) or less.

1. Connect the end of a 20-foot speaker cable to the RIGHT INPUT FROM RECEIVER OR
AMPLIFIER terminals on the Acoustimass® bass module (see Figure 6 on page 10).
Connect the other end to the RIGHT FRONT SPEAKER outputs on your receiver.

Repeat 1 and 2 to connect the LEFT INPUT FROM RECEIVER OR AMPLIFIER terminals
to the LEFT FRONT SPEAKER outputs on your receiver.

4. Repeat to connect the CENTER INPUT FROM RECEIVER OR AMPLIFIER terminals to
the CENTER SPEAKER outputs on your receiver. If thers are two sets of center channel
‘outputs, use either set.

Note: If your receiver’s center channel is nof amplified you must connect an amplifier to
your receiver. Use ACA cable to connect the center channel RCA-tvpe output on the
recelver to the RCA-type input an the amplifier, Then connect the Acoustimass bass module
directly to the amplifier, instead of o the receiver,

Surround speakers

For connections to the surround speakers, slide one terminal laver aside to insert the
appropriate wire. Release the tab to secure the wire

1. Connect one end of a 50-foct cable to one speaker.
2. Connect the other end to the RIGHT SURROUND SPEAKER outputs on your receiver.

3. Repeat 1 and 2 to connect the cable from the other speaker to the LEFT SURROUND
SPEAKER outputs.

usibuz.




SettingUp

Front Centar Front Figure 6 .

speakar speaker speaker

GCompleted Acoustimass®-HT

£ B speaker connections
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Front epesaker Center and surround
autputs i al [ 1 — speaker cutputs
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Check connections

Check all connections from the receiver to the bass module and the bass module to the
cube speakers (Figure 6). Make sure all speakers are connected to the proper terminals
according to their position in your room,

Check to make sure you connected the wires paositive to positive and negative to negative
(in phase). Out of phase wiring can result in a total loss of bass module output. Do not allow
exposed wires to brush against each other, which could damage your companents.

Be sure to correct any wiring problems before you plug your receiver in and tum it on.

i0




" Wsing Your Acoustimass’:HT Speakers

'ar realistic home theater sound

"Each speaker produces only the sound directed to it by the steering logic in your ANV
camponent. For example, right front channel sound is reproduced by the speaker con-
nected to the RIGHT FRONT SPEAKER outputs of an AN receiver.

Motice that the surround speakers, which play only when specific sounds are directed to
them, deliver subtle effects that add to the overall realism. They are seldom, if ever, as loud
as the front speakers.

How to set your receiver Figure 7
For use in video applications, be sure the SURROUND SOUND setting of your receiver is on 4 aiver set for NORMAL
NORBMAL (Figure 7). surround sound

Follow your receiver owner's guide instructions for testing and adjusting the balance of each
speaker. Many of these products provide a reference test signal for balancing the sound.
&
rﬁ

Instructions for this process vary, depending on the brand and model of equipment you are
using.
Your speakers are designed to provide full, natural sound reproduction in audio as well as
video applications. The type of receiver you use also determines your options. Some

| receivers limit the use of the center speaker to video applications only. Refer to your re-

| cejver owner's guide for details,

Bass and treble adjustmentis

Upholstered furniture, wall-to-wall carpets, or heavy drapes can muffle treble (high notes),

making your speaker system sound too deep. Bare floors and walls and hard surface

furniture can make your speaker system sound too shrill. After listening to your speakers,
'ou may wish to adjust the balance of bass and treble.

ey can use the bass and treble controls on your receiver. Or move the bass module closer
to a wall or comer to increase bass. Move it farther from a wall or corner to decrease bass.

11
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How to clean your speakers

Wipe the cabinets using a soft cloth dampened with a mild detergent, such as dish soap.
Do not use solvents or chemicals. Do not allow liquids to spill or objects to drop into the
bass module or the speaker grilles. If necessary, you can vacuum the grilles carefully. Avoid
using much pressure because the drivers are directly behind the grille cloth.

Mo ather regular maintenance is required,

Troubleshooting problems

If you have a problem with your Acoustimass-HT speakers, tum off your sound source and
try the solutions below. If one of these solutions doesn’t solve your prablem, cantact your
Bose" dealer to arrange for service. Or, to contact Bose directly, refer to the inside back
cover of this guide. Bose Corporation will make every effort to remedy any problem within
the terms of your limited warranty.

Problem What to do
Mo sound from any ¢ Make sure the receiver is plugged in and turned an.
speakers * Check the volume control.

* Check the MUTE button. It should not be selected.
* Make sure headphones are not connected to the receiver.
e Gheck the surround sound settings on your receiver, Refer

to the owner's manual for that companent.
Mo sound from one * Check connections of the cube speaker to the bass module, '
| of the cube speakers and the bass module to the receiver. Refer to “Cube speak-

ers” on page 8 and “Bass module” on page 9.
* Make sure your receiver has an amplified center channel.

Mo sound from one * Check connections of that speaker to the receiver. Refer to
| or both surround “Surround speakers™ on page 9.
speakers

= Be sure your receiver is set propery for surround sound.

* Check the audio source material to be sure it is encaoded for
surround sound. Remember that surround speakers, which
deliver subtle effects, may not have sound directed to them

continually.

Little or no sound * Check connections of the bass modula to the receiver.
| from the bass module Make sure it is connected in phase (positive to positive
| and negative to negative). Refer to “Bass module” on

page 9.

| * Make sure the openings on the module are not blocked.

Sudden loss of sound * Reduce the output level from your TV or other components
from the front speakers connected to the receiver. This will prevent the automatic
protection circuitry from limiting input to the speakers.

12
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. Problem

What to do

Sound from the cube
speakers does not
match the image

on the screen

» Make sure the cube speaker on your right as you face the
screen is connected to the RIGHT OUTPUTS TO CUBE
SPEAKERS on the bass module. Check the other cube
speaker connections.

Sound is distorted

* Check the speaker cord for damage.

* Reduce the output level from your TV or other components
connected to the receiver.

Hum or noise

* Turn off any other electronic equipment in the room to see if
noise stops.

* Check the receiver owner's manual for the recommended
distance between it and other electronics.

13




_ Product Information

Warranty period

Bose” Acoustimass®-HT speakers are covered by a limited 5-year transferable warranty.
Details of the coverage are provided on the warranty card that came with your speakers.
Please fill out the information section on your card (refer to the serial number information
you recorded on page 2 of this guide). Then address the card, detach, and mail to Bose.

Technical information

Features

e Virtually Invisible” speaker design

*  Acoustimass speaker technology

¢ |dentical magnetically shielded cube speakers
¢ Two sets of mounting brackets included

s Automatic system protection circuitry

*  Syncom® computer quality control

Speaker driver complement

* One 5.25" (13.3 cm) dual voice coil low-frequency driver in bass module

* Three 2.5" (8.4 cm) magnetically shielded wide-range drivers in three cube speakers
* Two StarDriver™ 4.5 (11.4 cm) unshielded full-range drivers in two surround speakers

Compatibility/Impedance

| * Compatible with AV receivers rated from 10-80 watts per channel; rated 4 to 8 chms
i impedance

Finish
* Acoustimass module: Scratch-resistant black or white satin vinyl veneer

|

|

! * Cube speakers: Grey or white polymer finish

* Surround speakers: Grey or white polymer finish

Size/Weight

* Acoustimass module: 8"H x 14"W x 7%"D (20 x 35.9 x 19.2 cm)
* Cube speaker: 3"H x 3"W x 4%"'D (7.9x 7.9 x 12 cm)

*  Surround speaker: 5%"H x 11"W x 61%"D (14.6 x 28.0 x 16.5 cm)

s Weight, unpacked: cube speaker 1.1 |b (.5 kg)
module 12 Ib (5.44 kg)
surround speaker 3.2 b (1.47 kg)

* Weight of system, packed for shipping: 36 Ib (16.3 kg)

14
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N Bose Corporation, The Mountain
Framingham, MA 01701-9168
1-800-288-BOSE (1-800-288-2673)
Weekdays 9 am. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
ET (eastern time)

Canada
Bose Ltd., 8-35 East Beaver Creek Road
Richmaond Hill, Ontario L4B 1B3
1-800-444-BOSE (1-800-444-2673)
8 am. to 5 p.m. ET (eastern tims)

European Office

Bose B\, Nijverheidstraat 8
1135 GE Edam, Nederland
TEL 0299-371055  FAX 0299-368163

Australia

Bose Australia, Inc., 1 Sorrell Street
Parramatta, N.S.W. 2150
TEL 02 204-6111 FAX 02 204-6122

elgique/Belgié
Bose M.V, Limesweg 2, B-3700 Tongeran
TEL 012-390800  FAX 012-390840

- Danmark

Bose A/S, Industrivej 7, 2605 Brondby
TEL 43437777 FAX 43437818

Deutschland

Bose GmbH, Max-Planck-Strafle 36d
C-61381 Friedrichsdorf
TEL 06172-71040 FAX 06172-710419

France

Bose 5.A., B, rue Saint Vincent
78100 Saint Germain en Laye
TEL 01-30616363 FAX 01-30614105

I India

| Bose Corporation India Private Limited
W-18, Greater Kailash-11
MNew Delhi 110 048

|

TEL (011) 648 4462 FAX (011) 648 4463

Ireland

Bose Corporation
Carrickmacross, Co Managhan
TEL 042-61988 FAX 042-61998

Italia
Bose S.p.A., Via Luigi Capucci, 12
00147 Homa

TEL 06-5127641 FAX 06-5115438

Japan
Bose K.K., Shibuya YT Building
28-3 Maruyama-cho
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150
TEL 3-5489-1052 FAX 3-5489-0591

Nederland

Bose BV, Nijverheidstraat &
1135 GE Edam

TEL 0299-366661 FAX 0299-368166

Norge
Bose A/S, Solheimsgate 11
M-2001, Lillestram
TEL 63-817380 FAX 63-810819

Osterreich

Bose Ges.m.b.H., Vienna Business Park
Wienerbergstrasse 7 (10.0G)
A-1100 Vienna

TEL 01-60404340 FAX 01-604043423

Schweiz

Bose AG, Rinenbergerstrasse 13
4460-Gelterkinden
TEL 061-9315544 FAX 061-9815502
Sverige

Bose A/S, Blandsadsgatan 2D

S-43146 Mdlndal

TEL 031-878850

United Kingdom
Bose Limited, Unit G2
Trinity Trading Estate
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 2PD
TEL 01795-475341  FAX 01795-427227

FAX 031-274891

Other Locations
Bose Service, 1 New York Avenue
Framingham, MA 01701-9168 USA
TEL (508) 229-8484 FAX (508) 229-3891
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